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Vision To Learn’s North Carolina program launched in 
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools (CMS) in 2018. The success 
of our first two years is a testament to the tremendous 
support of the Charlotte community, headed by local 
champions Renee and Hugh McColl III. Together with the 
Mecklenburg County Health Department, in just two years 
Vision To Learn has provided eye exams to over 9,500 
students and provided 8,200 with glasses. In fall 2019, Vision 
To Learn doubled our regional capacity to help kids with 
the addition of a second clinic and new clinical staff. In the 
spring, Vision To Learn Program Manager Queen Smalls was 
one of ten finalists selected to present to local stakeholders 
as part of Social Venture Partnership’s SEED20 program—a 
well-respected booster of innovative nonprofits in Charlotte.

We doubled our We doubled our 
capacity to help kids.capacity to help kids.

“Today as I greeted the students, I saw 
children wearing glasses from Vision To 
Learn. They are so excited to walk the 
hallways and enter their classrooms with 
brand new glasses.”

— Amy Dumigan 
     Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools  
     Elementary School Teacher



NORTH  NORTH  
CAROLINACAROLINA

Glasses boost  
Maria’s confidence.
Katherine Grant, a first grade teacher from Nations 
Ford Elementary, shared this story about one of 
her students: “Maria is a very sweet girl who began 
her year in 1st grade being very quiet, shy and 
withdrawn. She never raised her hand to answer 
questions and very rarely participated in class. I 
would ask her to read from a book or read back 
her writing and she would lean in closer to do her 
work. After weeks of encouragement, I noticed she 
was squinting her eyes to see the board. I called 
her aside and had a private conversation with her; 
she cried and told me she could not see the board. 
The school social worker thankfully told me about 
Vision To Learn coming to our school to help our 
students who needed vision screenings.

“Maria received her glasses and was very proud 
of them. She took the best care and wore them 
every day. She began opening up, participated in 
class, and reading from the board. She stopped 
listening to books on her iPad and began reading 
them. She would read her writing back to me and 
became proud of her work. I could see she was 
becoming more confident in herself and her work. 
Her reading level grew from D to a K, which is 
above proficient. Thank you, thank you, thank you, 
Vision To Learn, for making such a difference in a 
little girl’s life both socially and academically. I am 
beyond proud of her.”
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