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A three year study by Johns Hopkins University is almost 
ready for publication. Researchers at the Wilmer Eye 
Institute and Johns Hopkins University School of Education 
have been hard at work answering the question, exactly 
how much do students academically benefit from a pair of 
glasses? Baltimore City Public Schools was the subject of a 
controlled study, conducted from 2016-2019. The study’s 
impressive findings bode well for the future of the Baltimore 
project, which has already inspired the formation of a new 
Johns Hopkins Consortium for School-Based Health Solutions 
that will pilot school-based programs for additional student 
health issues.

A city with its eyes  A city with its eyes  
on the future.on the future.

“Vision for Baltimore is about more than 
what meets the eye. If you look closer, we’re 
truly enhancing our sights, and not just those 
of our kids. We’re enhancing the sights of 
our institutions to come together to solve 
problems. We are, in this program, setting our 
sights higher.”

— Ronald J. Daniels 
     Johns Hopkins University President
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Results from a three-year 
study of Baltimore’s program 
are imminent.
As referenced on page 6, Vision To Learn’s project 
in Baltimore City Public Schools was the subject of a 
controlled study, conducted from 2016-2019 by the 
Wilmer Eye Institute and Johns Hopkins University 
School of Education. The study’s impressive findings 
bode well for the future of the Baltimore project, 
which has already inspired the formation of a new 
Johns Hopkins Consortium for School-Based Health 
Solutions that will pilot school-based programs for 
additional student health issues.

Leading the way on  
Medicaid sustainability.
As a public-private partnership, Vision To Learn 
combines funding from foundations, corporations 
and individuals with reimbursements from each 
state’s Medicaid program. In Baltimore, our 
program has worked closely with Versant Health, 
one of the nation’s leading managed vision 
care companies. By contracting as a provider 
with Versant Health, Vision To Learn receives 
reimbursement fees for over 50% of our eye exams 
provided in Baltimore. This public funding helps 
stretch our private funding to help many more kids.
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Kids we gave 
exams to in 
2019-2020

Vision To Learn’s 
top priority for 
2020-21 will be 
kids referred 
from vision 
screenings but 
unable to be 
examined due 
to the COVID-19 
shutdown. 

Exams for these 
students began in 
July 2020.
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