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Last year, for the first time, Vision To Learn helped children 
across the entire state of Hawai`i. In collaboration with our 
longtime partner, Project Vision, Vision To Learn scheduled 
visits to schools on all inhabited islands. Our team in Hawai`i 
is proud to serve all of our keiki (children).

The statewide expansion in Hawai`i would not have been 
possible without the deep and committed support from 
our local coalition of philanthropic supporters—The Harold 
K.L. Castle Foundation, Atherton Family Foundation, 
Kamehameha Schools, The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation, Freeman Foundation, Matson, First Hawaiian 
Bank Foundation, The Omidyar Group, and The Eli and 
Edythe Broad Foundation.

In Hawai`i there are approximately 15,000 students that 
need glasses, and with each school our team visits we have 
the opportunity to change a child’s life. 

Growing to reach Growing to reach 
kids statewide.kids statewide.

“I think it’s really cool since glasses are so 
expensive; it’s a great opportunity since it’s so 
important to be able to see in the classroom.”

— Eden 
     Senior at Kahuku High and Intermediate School
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Moloka`i - an island with  
no eye doctors.
Fewer than 8,000 people call the Hawai`ian island 
of Moloka`i home. In addition to high levels of 
poverty, there are no eye doctors on the island. 
Once a month, an optometrist flies in from Maui to 
provide eye exams—however, they do not accept 
Hawai`i’s MedQuest coverage.

In November 2019, Vision To Learn teamed up with 
Project Vision to bring free vision screenings, eye 
exams and glasses to Moloka`i students. The entire 
student population of 1,100 was screened, 149 
students were provided with eye exams, and 118 
with glasses.

One of those students was a middle school student 
named Kelani. Kelani had always suspected that she 
needed glasses, but her family had never been able 
to afford round trip tickets to O`ahu or Maui to see 
an optometrist who accepted MedQuest. From the 
moment she stepped foot onto the clinic she was 
nervous, but excited—especially when she found 
out she was able to choose her own frames. After 
receiving her glasses, Kelani told Vision To Learn, 
“When I was in 5th grade I couldn’t see, but now 
that I have my glasses I’ll be able to succeed in  
my classes.”
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