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Delaware’s Vision To Learn program continues to lead the 
way in innovations that help more kids. In the 2019-2020 
school year our team worked with school districts to make 
the program accessible to more students through expanded 
communications and an easier “opt-out” consent procedure. 
This allowed all of the students referred via vision screenings 
to receive an eye exam, unless their parents declined 
participation in the program.

The result? A 16% increase in students examined daily over 
the previous year. Compared to the same time period in the 
previous school year, Vision To Learn provided more eye 
exams (1,895 vs. 1,634) and more glasses (1,561 vs. 1,314).

Making vision care Making vision care 
accessible for Delaware kids.accessible for Delaware kids.

“Knowing these students have been screened, 
have received needed prescriptive eyewear, 
and are able to see properly while returning 
to distance learning this fall is a huge relief to 
me and all the other nurses in the district.”

— Jay Green RN, MSN
School Nurse, McCullough Middle School
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Glasses help students  
gain job skills.
Networks School for Employability is a specialized 
small learning community within the Christina 
School District that works with students between 
the ages of 14 and 21 years old. To be enrolled, 
students must have an Individualized Education 
Plan (IEP) and be referred to the program through 
other partnerships that work with students who 
have some type of physical or cognitive disability. 
Nurse Michelle Gayeski said her students’ need 
for glasses was clear after she completed the 
school’s vision screenings. “It became apparent 
that students could not see, and if they could not 
see well, how could they perform their ‘jobs’ at 
Networks? For example, could they thread a needle 
in FABRICWorks or read a recipe in MUNCHWorks?”

After Vision To Learn visited the school, Nurse 
Gayeski explained the impact our services had 
on her community. “For our students, these 
glasses go beyond the classroom. Clear vision will 
improve their ability to learn skills needed to gain 
employment or continue their job training after 
graduating from Networks.” 1,420 1,202
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Exams and glasses Exams and glasses 
by county.by county.
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Vision To Learn’s 
top priority for 
2020-21 will be 
kids referred 
from vision 
screenings but 
unable to be 
examined due 
to the COVID-19 
shutdown.
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